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Stan Brakhage was a visionary filmmaker, visual poet, lyrical artist, and philosopher extraordinaire. The influence of his pioneering films is still felt across the mainstream and the avant-garde and his legacy continues to grow. While his body of cinematic work stands on its own, his writings reveal an additional depth of meaning and intelligence which provide the basis for analytic connections which would otherwise be spectulative.

Prominent physicists in the 20th century have stated that to completely understand the nature of light, would be to understand the nature of the universe. The mysteries of light are playful and elusive, defying modern science's attempts to describe its properties. For Brakhage, reality is comprised of "experiencing (copulating) or conceiving (procreating) or very rarely balancing in that moment of living, loving, and creating, giving, and receiving." (Brakhage, 17). Reality "extends its picketing fence" the moment which "the imagined dies, is penetrated by mind and known rather than believed in" (p 18). Brakhage's mystical perspective asserts the primacy of consciousness and its fundamental role in the sustenance of "all there is."

Sitney summarizes position and its relation to Brakhage's art. Sitney claims an "Equation between the process of making film and the search for consciousness... (and) the truth of the imagination" (Sitney, 158) Light, and its corollary color, is more than metaphor for experience - it becomes a measure and signifier of consciousness itself, and in turn, an exploration of the metaphysics of life, the universe, and everything.

The perception of color is a well studied phenomena, whose complexity is often grossly underestimated. Color is a property that is response dependant. It is neither exclusively "out there" nor "in here", and its nature gestures at the role of the observer in constructing the world of experience.

The causes of color are varied, and not a simple property of the surface of an object. The color of an object can be the result of made light, lost light, moved light, and over 15 physical processes contribute to our perception of a particular color. But the colors we perceive are the result of more than just these effects - we recognize colors based on our knowledge and understanding of the world, and the laws we believe it to obey. Thus, bananas appear yellow under a variety of lightings, and shadows and 

surface qualities. essential qualities.


Vision, perception, color 

"distillation or an intense and complex interior crisis into an orchestration of sights and associations which cohere in a new formal rhetoric of camera movement and montage." (Sitney, 162)

"imagine and eye unruled by man-made laws of perspective, and eye unprejudiced by compositional logic, an eye which does not respond to the name of everything but which must know each object encountered in life through an adventure of perception. How many colors are there in a field of grass to the crawling baby unaware of "Green?" How many rainbows can light create for the untutored eye?"
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<h2>Edge Detection:</h2>

<ul>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://www.nada.kth.se/~tony/cern-review/cern-html/img37.gif', 'img37.gif');">hand edges</a></li>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://ozlabs.org/~jk/images/rgb-ss.png', 'rgb-ss.png');">face edges</a></li>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://www.seas.upenn.edu/~shchopra/15port10.jpg', '15port10.jpg');">horse edges</a></li>

</ul>

<h2>Optical Flow:</h2>

<ul>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://www.prip.tuwien.ac.at/Teaching/WS/Praktika/optical_flow_segmentation/fig/optical_flow_segmentation.jpg', 'optical_flow_segmentation');">man's outline</a></li>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://www.cs.umd.edu/~swjoo/cmsc733/normsize.gif', 'normsize.gif');">blue background</a></li>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://www.stanford.edu/~laligand/cell/images/cameramotion.jpg', 'cameramotion.jpg');">black background</a></li>

</ul>

<h2>motion detection:</h2>

<ul>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://www.research.ibm.com/peoplevision/Max_WaterFall&Fountain_new.jpg','watefall');">man walking</a></li>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://bart.sm.luth.se/~mathed-8/mDec/fmovenoise.gif','fmovenoise');">man's face</a></li>

</ul>

<h2>image segmentation:</h2>

<ul>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://web.mit.edu/manoli/imagina/www/images/segmentation/growglobal.jpg', 'growglobal.jpg');"> Marilyn Monroe</a></li>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://www.3dgi.dk/~ilsoe/segmentation-2003-01-14_03.png', 'segmentation');">Colored Rod</a></li>

</ul>

<h2>robot vision:</h2>

<ul>

<li><a href="#" onclick="javascript:return popImage('http://www.lunerouge.org/films/terminal/robot_vision_02.jpg', 'robot_vision');">Man and Trees</a></li>

</ul>

<h2>what a robot sees:</h2>

<ul>

<li>

<a href="#" onclick="return window.open('http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/darpa/see-flash.html');">What a Robot Sees</a></li>

</ul>

<video10721: edge detection | 0:0:4-0:0:11>

<video10761: greens | 00:00:27-00:00:35>

<video10761: reds | 00:00:44-00:00:54>

<video10761: yellows | 00:00:55-00:1:04>

<video10761: blacks | 00:1:20-00:1:35>

<video10761: splotches | 00:1:55-00:2:05>

<video10761: letter forms | 00:3:00-00:3:20>

<video10761: kaleidascope | 00:5:38-00:5:50>

<video10761: black swirls | 00:8:10-00:8:20>

<video10761: color sequence | 00:8:20-00:8:50>

<video10741: I am here, where is she | 00:00:32-00:00:50>

<video10741: blues -> sky -> black | 00:3:00-00:3:30>

<video10741: I am here | 00:6:34-00:7:20>

<video10741: the children | 00:8:50-00:9:10>

<video10741: white, black | 00:10:15-00:10:23>

