The End of Forgetting

Rise in Transparency, Openness, Frankness

Ephemeral Transparency?  Permanent Records?

Thesis

The rise in transparency has been mirrored and tracked by a transformation of the underlying media and communicative environment. 

The trajectory of these trends suggests that we are hurtling towards a world where the number of records stored continues to rise exponentially. But, the social and cultural impact is still underdetermined. 

Transparency, Disclosure, Openness, 

Privacy, Surveillance,

1. Transparent Trends

1. bumper stickers, privacy, 

2. Birth of FOIA

3. Sex, Death

4. challenge authority & hierarchy, independence, pluralism, autonomy 

5. freedom to express, freedom to know

2. Transparency as a form of communication

1. Transparency – indirectly mediated -- for-anyone, asynchronous (time separated)

1. Representation

2. Storage (and processing)

3. Access 

1. Theoretical/Practical

2. Distribution, Redistribution, Discoverability, Usability

2. Transparency as transmission

1. individuals 

2. inter-group

3. intra-group

4. with public(s)

3. Transparency as Ritual

1. CSPAN vs. Metavid

1. Coming out

2. Duplicitous transparency

2. Records and Power

1. Politics of Representation – Symbolic, Framing, Units, Omissions

1. facts and values – power to take things into account and the power to put things in order

2. nutritional labels – groceries, not restaurants or delis. Not carbon footprint either

2. Politics of Storage – Who controls the records? Who knows they exist? Editing, processing, aggregating,  predicting

3. Politics of Access – Random access, Copies, Redistribution, Remixing?

3. Brief Histories of Time and a Theories of Everything

1. Transparency and Records

2. Records and Memory

1. Records evoke memories

2. Records vs. evidence (e.g. data)

3. Media and Records

1. metaphors of memory

2. Writing

1. Phaedrus – records, writing, and memory

3. Images

1. Transparency, Exposure, Illuminate, Sunlight

2. Chronophotography

4. Moving Images and Sound (representing time)

4. Mass Media short circuits the storage requirement?

4. The End of Forgetting

1. Software remembers

2. Information Flux

1. Bioport

1. nutritional data app

2. Facepainting

3. Data Mining →  predictive behavioral modeling

4. Memory and Identity

1. amnesia

2. deception

3. shame/embararssment

5. Anonymity and Free Speech

1. Whistle Blowing

2. Speaking off the record

3. privacy concerns – one man's transparency is another's surveillance

6. Co-development inner/outer

1. Techno Determinism -  mind/body, socio-cultural/technical/legal

1. Manovich – transcoding – media mirroring culture. 

2. Latour – Technology is society made durable

1. Media is phenomenology made durable  – sensory data – eyes, ears, memory

2. Freud – memory models. 

3. Group psychoanalysis – confrontation with dissonance. Revelation of suppressed.

“People of Earth, your attention please... This is Prostetnic Vogon Jeltz of the Galactic Hyperspace Planning Council... As you will no doubt be aware, the plans for the development of the outlying regions of the Galaxy require the building of a hyperspatial express route through your star system, and regrettably your planet is one of those scheduled for demolition... There's no point in acting all surprised about it. All the planning charts and demolition orders have been on display in your local planning department in Alpha Centrauri for fifty of your Earth years. So you've had plenty of time to lodge any formal complaint and its far too late to start making a fuss about it now.”

